Ataxic hemiparesis associated with transcortical motor aphasia.
Two patients, ages 51 and 76 years, suddenly developed transcortical motor aphasia combined with pyramidal signs and ataxia of the right extremities that affected the leg more severely than the arm. Computed tomography revealed nonenhancing lucencies in the distribution territory of the left anterior cerebral artery involving the genu of the corpus callosum, white matter ventral to the left frontal horn, medial primary motor area, supplementary motor area, and superior part of the premotor area. It is postulated that aphasia, ataxia, and weakness resulted from involvement of the supplementary motor area and deep white matter, premotor, and primary motor areas, respectively. Anterior cerebral artery infarctions of the dominant hemisphere may result in transcortical motor aphasia associated with contralateral ataxic hemiparesis.